WORK   UNDER   FIRE

struggle with an army already in being (while we had to construct
ours step by step), so from the very first moment of the war their
propaganda batteries were drawn up on the emplacements ready
to open fire. It would be dangerous for the European democracies
to tinder-estimate the work carried out during the past five years
by Dr. Goebbels9 departments, and the revelations concerning
Nazi penetration in the French press, which in the summer of 1939
forced M. Daladier to arrest various highly-placed journalists
attached to certain Parisian newspapers, should be sufficient proof
of their efficiency, if proof is needed. During the Gzechoslovakian
crisis the skill with which Nazi propaganda disseminated argu-
ments so imperceptibly that the British and French public came
to look on them as their own, was remarkable. ceWhy should we
fight because the Sudeten Germans want to go back to Germany?"
To the man in the street the suggestion was absurd. Such was the
watchword of Goebbels in September, 1938.

In the case of Spain, Nazi propaganda worked on the aversion
of many democratic circles, and all conservative sectors of opinion,
from anything which savoured, however slightly, of Bolshevism.
The stamping of loyalist Spain with the red trade-mark was an
extremely clever move on the part of Dr. Goebbels9 departments.
To the majority of the foreign press the Government of Senor Giral
in July and August, 1936, was "red," in spite of the fact that it did
not contain one Socialist Minister. And even if the succeeding
Governments had been presided over by the Catholic Minister
Senor Irujo, it would still have been impossible to divest loyal
Spaniards of their "red59 label. During my visit to the United
States I was able to realize the effect of this propaganda to
the full. Ardent Catholics who had been disgusted by the
attitude of the Third Reich to the religious question, began to
sympathize with a Germany who was fighting to prevent the
victory of a Bolshevist Spain.

It is only when one looks back over nearly three years of war
that the efforts of the Spanish people and their legitimate
Government are seen in their full proportions. With two-thirds
of their territory invaded, and their principal industrial centres
subjected to incessant air bombardment, production was not for